Binding of strychnocarpine and related beta-carbolines to brain receptors in vitro.
The affinity of strychnocarpine and related beta-carbolines for serotonin, benzodiazepine, tryptamine, opiate and GABA receptors in rat brain was studied. Strychnocarpine showed a low to very low affinity for all the receptors tested. The weak binding to tryptamine receptors might explain part of the tremorigenic effects found earlier in the in vivo studies.